
VÄHÄHEIKKILÄNKANAVA
the Vähäheikkilä canal - a radical mobility shift after 100 years of burying water
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21 Water lock
Locks make rivers and canals 
navigable by allowing boats to 
overcome changes in elevation.
Vähäheikkilä water lock is also 
combined with a small pedestri-
an bridge

22 Flexible public space
Outdoor Exhibition
Simple infrastructure like hooks, 
posts, and flat surfaces allow 
for pop-up exhibitions—turning 
the landscape into an open-air 
gallery for art, science, or local 
heritage. 

22 Flexible public space
Temporary camping
The open space easily transforms 
into a casual gathering ground for 
picnics or temporary camping, 
where families and friends relax 
under the trees beside the canal. 

22 Flexible public space
Playground
At other times, the same area be-
comes an imaginative play zone, 
with movable natural elements 
encouraging kids to explore and 
co-create their own environment. 

18 Living in the forest
Buildings are placed perpendic-
ular to the canal, playfully inter-
grate with existing rich green and 
housing pattern.

8 Repurposed mixed use-
housing
Former factory buildings are 
carefully adapted into multi-func-
tional housing. Blending living 
spaces with soft public uses—
such as libraries, saunas, or 
elderly cafés—they preserve the 
fine-scale fabric of the neigh-
borhood while supporting com-
munity life and the surrounding 
landscape

16 DIY Farming
Taking advantages from the new 
water stream running through 
back yards, residents can use 
the water to cultivate their own 
vegetable

12 Port park
A vibrant linear park along the newly formed port—offering space 
for walking, cycling, playing, and relaxing by the canal. As the first 
public space visitors encounter, it serves as a welcoming threshold 
into the neighborhood, inviting exploration and connection.
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1	 The Vähäheikkilän canal
2	 Wetland
3	 Floodable forest
Repurposed &mix-ed use building embedded in floodable forest:
4	 Parking
5	 Housing combine with library
6	 Housing combine with elderly center
7	 Housing combine with child care
8	 Housing combine with cafeteria/ meditation/ other uses
9	 Sauna
10	 Neighborhood port
11	 Sport field
12	 Port park
13	 Historical water body restoration
14	 Forest patches as ecological corridor
15	 Domestic waterstorm collection stream
16	 Residents’ initiated activities alongside water stream
17	 Strengthened tree lines to enhance the bold pattern of the neighborhood
18	 New neighborhood that follows and intertwined in the exisitng urban pattern
19	 Community floodable farming
20	 New mix-used housing that frame the invaluable wetland system
21	 Water lock
22	 Flexible public space
23 	 Reclaimed Sport fields
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