
Soft Light

LAHTI (FI) 2
Teivaanmäki’s power plant is transformed 
into a civic culture hub, o�ering adaptable 
indoor volumes and a plateau for art and 

performance. No major new buildings are proposed. Instead, the 
project relies on strategic in�ll and spatial articulation to 

meet evolving needs. In response to future demands, 
the large parking area is reserved for potential 

development without compromising existing functions 
or ecological values.

A new café and lobby space is introduced at the 
southern corner of the Suurhalli complex, 

forming an inviting interface with the arrival 
plaza. The upper level houses the café and 

recreational functions, opening directly onto the 
main event area, o�ering new opportunities for 

both event activities and everyday use.

The proposal presents a cohesive 
light-art strategy that accentuates key 

public spaces and cultural layers, featuring 
a sculptural landmark on the central plaza 
and targeted lighting at the Skiing Bridge, 

Teivaanmäki, and the iconic U-turn near 
the stadium slope.

The Active Axis 
framework  helps guide 
the step-by-step shift of 

Svinhufvudinkatu’s 
buildings toward new 

uses.

Lightweight canopies 
in active squares o�er sun and 
rain protection, making public 

spaces more adaptable 
year-round.

Isku Areena is retained and 
reframed through soft 
landscape transitions. 

Conceptual section along the Active Axis, 1:800 – illustrating spatial atmosphere, material and texture palette, and program - 2/2 

Perspective from the central area, along the pathway leading to the new annex building of the Suurhalli complex.  
Framing the view are two key axes: the Green axis and microforest to the right,  

and the Active axis and functional plaza to the left.

Aerial axonometric illustration

The Active Axis, with its clear identity and strong 
spatial logic, provides a robust foundation for 
future development. Both ends of the axis can 
be further elaborated within the same concept: 
to the north, by exploring connections to the 
Ranta-Kartano route network and art concept; 
and to the south, by reinforcing the area’s 

identity through the railway link. Over time, the 
urban realm may also extend into the adjacent 
Svinhufvudinkatu blocks through incremental, 
exploratory steps, such as temporary uses or 
adaptive reuse, should opportunities emerge to 
reprogram existing buildings for civic life.

Light art 
installation Connection to Vesijärvi harbor 

and the lake of Saimaa

A low-barrier approach to 
experimentation in the area 

Teivaanmäki Cultural Hub hosts 
street culture and vibrant colors

A vertical garden will 
be integrated into the 

building façade
Messuhalli 
entrance 
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