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FLUXUS
Concept summary 
 
FOUR CHARACTERS - ONE FLOW 

The concept follows a three-phase process: 

This process-driven approach creates a spatial 
framework of four distinct zones—Cultural Channel, 
Sport Rocks, Waterland, and Porkkapath—all unified by 
the reopened Varsoja stream as a central blue-green 
axis. The stream establishes a new transverse 
connection, transforming previously fragmented and 
underused areas into accessible, ecologically rich 
public spaces. Flood-prone zones are reimagined as 
managed, visible blue-green infrastructure, creating an 
ecological backbone for long-term development. The 
plan introduces a clear structural framework, 
connecting disconnected urban fragments and 
strengthening links to the surrounding city fabric. 

 
 

Each of the four zones has a distinct identity and role: 
• Kulttuurikanava (Cultural Channel): A linear sequence of social and cultural spaces for gathering and 

creativity, acting as a urban transitional zone between Pihlajaniemi and the Varsoja stream corridor. 
• Sporttisola (Sport Rocks): A landscape for sports, movement, and connection to natural scenery. 
• Sademaa (Waterland): Flood-adaptive residential area embracing seasonal water dynamics and 

biodiversity. 
• Porkkapolku (Porkkapath): A green pedestrian route with a calmer, more contemplative and nature-

focused atmosphere, encouraging slow movement 

Regional identity emerges from the natural flow of water and the contrast between the four urban characters, all 
unified by a continuous public realm and ecological connectivity. This cohesive framework supports gradual 
transformation, guiding the site’s evolution from its current fragmented state towards a more coherent and resilient 
urban structure. 

 

Stormwater route and landscape architecture 
 
FLOWING WITH A PURPOSE 
Fluxus transforms stormwater from a purely technical element into an experiential, ecological, and identity-shaping 
force. Water defines the spatial rhythm of the urban landscape, supports ecosystem services, and enables 
recreation, movement, and social interaction — becoming a vital part of the public realm. The design responds to 
climate change by integrating stormwater structures and topography into a flexible, living water ecosystem. 
Stormwater follows its existing path through Porkanpuisto and Ispoisten puistotie, then emerges as a visible stream. 
Shaped slopes and floodplains allow for safe overflow during high water. The meandering stream slows flow and 
enhances water management. East of Uittamontie, the stream expands into two wetlands with contoured basins, 
deeper sedimentation zones, and natural elements like deadwood and stones guiding the flow. A dam between 
wetlands regulates flow, reduces peak runoff, promotes sedimentation, and supports gradual infiltration and 
purification. These moist, stable conditions create habitats for diverse plant and animal life. The stream continues 
toward the sea, forming a seamless extension of the Pihlajaniemi channel — revealing water as a dynamic part of 
both city and ecosystem. Water and its fluctuations are not hidden but celebrated. In the second wetland, the Water 
Clock installation turns changing water levels into a sensory experience. As a vibrant, open waterway, Varsoja 
connects urban zones, offers shifting views, and grounds the city experience in nature. 
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In the Cultural Channel, the stream introduces a new water element that brings vitality and nature into the dense 
urban fabric. Stepped terraces and sculpted banks invite people to gather, rest, and observe. Materials like stone, 
timber, and corten steel reflect the area’s architecture, while native plants soften the space and boost biodiversity. 
Small plazas and platforms offer places to pause. Seasonal water changes and subtle lighting further enrich the 
atmosphere, making the stream a catalyst for community, creativity, and urban identity. 
 

Enhancing urban nature 
 
NATURE AS PARTNER 
The green network acts as an ecological backbone, a framework for movement, and a form of accessible everyday 
nature. In the west, the landscape centers on the Cultural Channel — a meeting point for water, urban space, and 
human activity. Moving east, the scenery softens into a more naturalistic environment with meadows, forest edges, 
and sheltered woodlands. 
 
The design both preserves and actively strengthens the site’s ecological values. Existing forested areas are 
conserved to maintain continuous east–west and north–south green corridors that support biodiversity and species 
movement. To reinforce these connections, Fluxus proposes a variety of measures: new tree plantings, the creation 
of a microforest along Puistomäenkatu, and the addition of vegetated buffer zones and habitat-rich edges. On the 
western side of the site, where ecological links are currently lacking, new green pathways and stepping-stone 
habitats are introduced to improve ecological continuity toward Pihlajaniemi. 
 
The open, vegetated stream corridor serves both as habitat and a route for wildlife and people. Open green spaces 
around the stream are preserved, and activities are placed carefully to avoid disrupting ecological flows. The main 
walking route follows the stream, guiding visitors through varied environments. Near the Cultural Channel, paths 
are wide and paved for public use, with multipurpose spaces for rest and events. This urban zone includes 
restaurants, artist studios, and outdoor workshops — blending creativity, nature, and community. 
 
At the center lies the Sport Zone, with outdoor gym equipment and stairs up a rocky hill for exercise and scenic 
views, attracting all ages. Further east, the landscape becomes quieter and more natural. Narrower paths follow 
the terrain, stormwater basins allow for informal recreation, and biodiversity is supported by birdhouses and insect 
hotels. A key feature is the Rain Pavilion, where visitors can enjoy the sound of rain under shelter and observe the 
central rain garden. In dry weather, the pavilion hosts community events. Small embankments created during 
redevelopment help improve soundscape and reduce traffic noise, enhancing the area's recreational quality. At the 
eastern end, the community garden in Porkkapuisto offers a place for growing food and building social ties — a 
space where harvest and togetherness come together. 
 
Altogether, the area offers a rich, layered experience where urban life and nature intertwine. The design showcases 
how flood-related ecological processes, and their nature-based management, can provide diverse benefits — from 
increased biodiversity to enhanced recreation and climate resilience. Recognizing ecosystem services as part of 
this process helps ensure that resilience is built in harmony with nature, not at its expense. 
 

Urban environment and infill development 
 
LESS QUANTITY – MORE QUALITY 
New development is concentrated along the edges of the central blue-green axis, following the alignment of the 
reopened Varsoja stream. The strategy densifies and clarifies the previously fragmented urban fabric, creating a 
more coherent and legible spatial structure. The plan follows the 3R principle (Reduce, Reuse, Recycle): Reduce 
unnecessary land consumption, reuse existing buildings and structures where possible and recycle land and spatial 
resources released through the transformation 
 
The total residential floor area amounts to approximately 12,150 sqm GFA, of which around 50% is new construction 
and 50% comes from adaptive reuse of existing building stock for new residential functions. The plan 
accommodates an estimated 250–300 new residents, reflecting a conscious balance between spatial quality, 
ecological values, and contextual sensitivity. The clarity of the massing supports flexible and resource-efficient 
construction methods, making the site suitable for approaches such as design for assembly. The urban design also 
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allows for multifunctionality, for example by enabling alternative uses for ground-floor garage spaces in attached 
housing typologies. 
 
ROOTED IN PLACE – SHAPED BY CONTEXT 
Housing typologies are diverse, community-oriented and contextually responsive, including small-scale apartment 
blocks, terraced housing, shared detached houses, and adaptively reused former industrial building. The proposed 
urban structure continues the site’s characteristic open and fragmented spatial logic, transforming it into a more 
coherent, yet still permeable and landscape-connected urban fabric. Spatial transitions are carefully designed to 
ensure that new development integrates seamlessly with the surrounding residential neighborhoods, respecting 
local scale, building rhythms, and material identity. 
 
In addition to residential development, the urban structure is complemented by a variety of non-residential buildings 
and functions. These include the adaptive reuse of existing industrial warehouses into a permanent artistic and 
cultural hub, new ground-floor commercial spaces, a community pavilion, restaurant extensions, a public service 
point for water and bike maintenance, and small-scale new structures such as a kiosk. 
 

Traffic, noise and parking 
 
THE ROUTE CUTS THROUGH – NOT AROUND 
A new east–west active mobility corridor cuts through the project site, following the alignment of the new blue-
green axis. The primary objective is to improve pedestrian and cycling conditions by extending and connecting the 
existing walking and cycling networks into the heart of the site, where they link with this new main active mobility 
route. The overall traffic network is restructured to improve safety, coherence, and functionality. For 
Vähäheikkiläntie, the proposal demonstrates that a separate active mobility path on the south side of the road is not 
needed along its entire length. Instead, active mobility flows are integrated into the site through the new internal 
route network, enhancing connectivity and user experience. 
 
NEW STREET ALIGNMENTS 
One of the most significant traffic-related interventions is the re-dimensioning of Vähäheikkiläntie, the main 
thoroughfare along the northern edge of the site. The existing narrow and noisy active mobility lane will be replaced 
with a wider and clearer cross-section, featuring a generous green median that improves safety, comfort, and the 
overall streetscape quality.  
 
Street alignments are adjusted: 

• Along Vähäheikkiläntie, to accommodate the new street profile and improved active mobility conditions. 
• Along Puistomäenkatu, to enable a safer intersection layout and to allow for a larger development plot 

suitable for new apartment building. 
 
SAFER AND MORE PLEASANT ROUTES  
Pedestrian and cycling routes are widened, clarified, and enhanced throughout the entire project area. Special 
attention has been given to improving safety and comfort at intersections through targeted traffic calming 
interventions, such as refuge islands and raised crosswalks. Focus is placed on key school and daycare routes, 
ensuring that children and families can move safely and comfortably through the area. 
 
PARKING MAKES WAY FOR BLUE AND GREEN  
The parking strategy is radically reimagined. Land currently leased for commercial parking will be returned to green 
space, making room for the blue-green corridor and enhancing public outdoor spaces. Parking provision is 
consolidated and intensified within existing parking areas, and supported by two new shared central parking zones. 
A main parking field located at the eastern edge of the site is serving residents, visitors and businesses and a 
smaller 7-space parking area integrated within the “Sademaa” area is mainly serving ground-floor commercial 
space in the adjacent apartment building. On private plots, the strategy encourages a gradual increase in shared 
parking solutions, promoting resource efficiency and land-use optimization. 
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SECURING SUSTAINABLE MOBILITY OPTIONS 
To future-proof mobility in the area, the proposal introduces new public transport stop reservations along 
Vähäheikkiläntie, providing flexibility for future improvements as urban density increases. Existing bus stops will be 
retained but upgraded and better integrated with the new streetscape, following a "park-stop" concept, where each 
stop becomes a small, nature-inspired place to pause and spend time. In addition, the proposal prioritizes active 
mobility and cycling infrastructure. Bicycle parking provision meets local standards, with at least one space per 30 
sqm of residential floor area and one per 50 sqm for commercial uses. At least 75% of all bike parking is sheltered, 
lockable and accessible. To support everyday cycling, a dedicated Public Service Point will be located in the former 
kiosk building, serving as a small-scale mobility hub and bike maintenance stop. 
 

Urban programming and collective resources 
 
ADDRESSING THE WISHES 
The proposal provides a variety of diverse public outdoor spaces, directly responding to the wishes expressed by 
local residents and stakeholders. These new public spaces are strategically located to strengthen the main east–
west pedestrian and cycling connection and its key nodes, enhancing social activity, community life and ecological 
value along the flow – both of water and people. These include multifunctional social squares, several seating 
and gathering areas along the stream, an outdoor gym (as requested by the community) with fitness stairs, a 
playground with community pavilion and a community garden. 
 
VÄHÄHEIKKILÄ FOR EVERYONE 
The outdoor spaces are designed to serve four main purposes: 

• To create spatial anchors and informal places for hanging out and spending time, especially for local users 
such as students from the nearby vocational school, supported by features like the proposed new 
skatepark. 

• To strengthen spatial and social links between surrounding residential areas, connecting the emerging 
Pihlajaniemi neighborhood, Vähäheikkilä, and the wider Turku region, with the new central square acting 
as a key node. 

• To reinforce the existing local community by providing diverse meeting places that encourage social 
interaction and a sense of belonging. 

• To complement the private yard spaces of market-driven housing developments, by offering shared social 
and functional outdoor spaces that extend beyond individual plots. 
 

The shared resource strategy is also reflected in the proposed semi-public, community-oriented indoor spaces, 
including a local sports hall, a local workshop for making, repairing, and recycling and a youth center.These spaces 
provide flexible settings for recreation, learning, making, and community-driven activities, strengthening social 
cohesion and local identity in Vähäheikkilä. 

Phased Transformation and Adaptive Reuse 
 
CO-CREATED TRANSFORMATIONS 
The transformation of the area is conceived as a gradual, community-driven process, where existing activities and 
structures evolve over time in response to local needs, spatial qualities, and environmental goals. A key permanent 
intervention is the adaptive reuse of the former factory’s office wing for housing, and the conversion of existing 
industrial warehouse buildings along the Cultural Promenade into a permanent artistic and cultural hub. This hub 
will provide flexible spaces for exhibitions, artist studios, workshops, small cafés, and community events, 
strengthening local identity, creativity, and social interaction. 
 
While some buildings will eventually need to be removed to enable the full realization of the Varsoja stream, current 
businesses and residents can continue their activities during the initial phases, maintaining social and economic 
continuity. As land use transitions, vacated buildings will host temporary community-oriented functions, such as 
workshops, local exhibitions, youth activities and cultural and experimental programs. Structurally and spatially 
suitable buildings will be permanently adapted for community uses, including sports facilities, youth spaces, and 
multipurpose halls. Meanwhile, other buildings and uses will remain unchanged, preserving historical layers and 
the local industrial identity of the Kulttuurikanava (Cultural Channel). 
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