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Central multi-storey car park with feature cladding i.e. a living wall, (app 14 800 sqm)

- App 400 spaces, 8 parking levels with a rooftop community greenhouse and an outdoor garden
- Parking and rooftop cultivation functions accessible with a feature external stair (in addition to 

regular circulation cores)

Flexible urban park
 
- Level surface treatment: diversified paving zones with inset strips of greenery, level water 

features, removable urban furniture
- During mass events - flexible media space
- During summer - urban park and/or outdoor swimming pool (using changing rooms and other 

facilities of the adjacent Suurhalli)
- During winter - urban park and/or outdoor ice rink

Revitalised route 
to/from the north, 
Vesijärvi, 
Sibeliustalo
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Sunken plaza

Water Sports Centre

Refurbishment and 
extension of the 

Isku Areena 
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New 
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New canopies - 
re-establish lower 
level entrance for a 
more active use
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New landscaped seating 
Stone finish with planters
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New graduation tower
intimate setting for 
health-oriented immersion 
in nature

New pier
more active use of 

the Häränsilmä lake

Picnic site / 
Orientation point

Picnic site / 
Orientation point

Outdoor yoga / 
exercise stage

New facade cladding to the existing conference centre

- Continue the cladding (potentially a green ‘living wall’) of the proposed multi storey car park to 
wrap the existing rainscreen facade of the adjacent conference centre

New hotel & youth sports hostel complex with ground floor co-working and public functions 
(app 13 000 sqm)

- Common ground floor plinth containing co-working spaces, restaurants, cafes, other commercial 
uses

- Hotel / hostel volumes atop the ground floor hub
- Enclosing the new urban park, active public frontages
- New landmark high rise hotel in the southern corner, containing premium suites with vast views 

of the area
- Southern hotel tower connected to the new podium space, access to the restaurant
- Additionally, Campus Salpaus, in the long term can provide further conference / group meeting 

room facilities to support the hotel hub and the rest of the exisitng conference halls; the Campus 
can also be used educational purposes i.e. sports science education for visitors / local children

New Water Sports Centre connected to the refurbished and extended Isku Areena (9000sqm)

- Swimming pool’s restaurant and cafe zones as shown - glazed facade, one space opening onto 
the outdoor terrace (west) and the other onto the entrance zone (east), both overlooking the pool 

- Shared facilities with Isku Areena - changing rooms, storage, WCs
- Recessed glazed facade with piers - generous pedestrian sidewalk, views to the swimming hall
- Renovation and extension of the Isku Areena to a sports centre as per the latest plans of the city

15m

Ski lift
operate all year round for 
improved access to the upper 
level of ski jumps zone

Creative hub in the revitalised power plant (long term strategy)

- Replace cylindrical tank with a landscaped sunken plaza
- Create a new route through the revitalised brick buildings (a new connection to the lake)
- Together with a new building flanking the plaza (1600-3200sqm), offer workspace opportunities 

for student and entrepreneur communities i.e. knowledge exchange hub, creative industries hub

Vehicle access - 

Deliveries / emergency only

Viewing platform - 
events, regular use

Improved pedestrian link 
to the top of ski jumps - 
New surface treatment, 
lighting, seating and 
wayfinding, remove gate

Elevated podium and a central square Piazza del Popolo di Lahti

- New central structure consolidating the area and utlising terrain level changes
- Landscaped auditorium style seating, bike storage underneath
- Elevated walkway connected to the hotel (via restaurant) and the rest of the new buildings hub
- Integrated landscaped biodiversity zones with viewing terraces creating transtion between the 

Salpausselkä zone and the public gateway zones
- Multi-use pavilions undermeath - new orientation centre with info desks, a cafe, a library, bike 

and equipment rental, other uses central to local operations
- Covered stage-like area for events i.e. concerts, gatherings

Establish new 
connections to the 
lake area

Main vehicle 
drop off / 
deliveries 

Visitor coaches drop off zone

Visitor coaches 
parking / drop off 
zone
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Deliveries/ emergency only 
Vehicle exit (occasional use)

Secondary vehicle access
Deliveries/ emergency only

Main vehicle access
Car park, drop off zone, 
turning circle, deliveries, 
emergency route

Pedestrian avenue - gateway to nature

Visitor parking

Ski jumps - top level

Observation tower / Restaurant / Private 
bookings

More active use through a new orientation 
centre with info desks in area 7. 
Improved pedestrian connections
all year long use of ski lifts

Ski jumps
continued festival / 
events / recreational 
sports tournaments
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New segregated (or shared surface where narrower) walking/cycling/skiing path along the old 
rail line

- Revitalised along the full length between Sibeliustalo and the railway station, new surface 
treatment, lighting, seating

- Possibility of integrating the path with the city’s new cable car proposals
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Ski jumps zone

- Improved pedestrian connections to the top of ski jumps - new paving, lighting, seating and 
wayfinding, new landscaped seats 

- All year long use of ski lifts
- More active use through a new orientation centre with info desks in area 7. 
- Continued use of the area for festivals, concerts and other recreational public uses (events and 

regular use of sauna, gym)
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Landscaped entry zone

- Retaining exisitng trees, new water feature, landscaped seating
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Shared facilities

Changing rooms, sauna, gym 
- continued use

Salpausselkä nature retreat zone

- Network of multiple intimate, recreational uses (as shown) set in the natural environment of the 
Salpausselkä reserve

2

+ 103.1+ 102.3

+ 99.0

+ 98.65

+ 106.7Section 1

Section 1

Se
cti

on
 2

Se
ct

ion
 2

Revitalised route 
to/from the south, 
railway station

New canopy 
(option)

Improved pedestrian link 
to the top of ski jumps - 
new surface treatment, 
lighting, seating and 
wayfinding

Salpausselkä 
nature retreat 
zone

Improve walking infrastructure of the 
Salpausselkä area for all year use 

(in addition to cross country skiing paths)

Promote and improve orientation of winter 
walking opportunities in the area

Flexible stage space 
- orientiation point 
 
events (all year) - kids 
space, info point
 summer - outdoor 
cinema, concerts
yoga / exercise space
removable urban 
furniture

Campus Salpaus area (see 6) 

I (pavilions)

* I-XII - number of storeys (I - ground floor only, II - gf and first floor etc)

1 : 2 000 Context Plan

Aerial View

LAHTI 3D 
Lahti 3D is a holistic rejuvenation strategy for the city’s sports shrine in the 
geophysically, historically and socially significant Salpausselkä ridge area, and 
the wider city context. The proposal defines the theme of re-sourcing through 
new discourses on Democracy, Domesticity and Discovery. Democracy is 
encapsulated in the set of new resident- and visitor-focused interventions, including 
a vast pedestrian square with an elevated podium, connected to a complex of 
buildings and a flexible urban park. The central hub offers multiple everyday and 
events-specific functions. Breaking down the scale of large sports objects through 
clear zones and measures creates a domestic public realm for all year and everyday 
use. Finally, users are invited to discover the natural and civic beauty of the area 
through promoting its functional diversity.

Currently heavily car-oriented central area is transformed into a welcoming civic 
hub, with the stairs and walkways of the podium, as well as a new pedestrian avenue 
along the public square, inviting visitors to continue their journey. The avenue is an 
extension of the significant pedestrian approach along Salpausselänkatu. Topped 
by the existing skiing bridge, it serves as a gateway to the world of the Salpausselkä 
natural and sports environment. The new image of the space also strives to create 
a visual impact when broadcast internationally during major events.

The podium is connected to a new set of buildings along Teivaankatu, currently 
occupied by the main surface car parking zone. The new hotel and youth sports 
hostel complex sits atop a publicly accessible plinth with co-working and meeting 
spaces, cafes and other supporting functions as needed. The southern end of 
the complex is highlighted by a slender high-rise volume with vast views of the 
area. The north west side of the complex opens onto a flexible level-surface urban 
park, serving as a media space during sports events. It can also be used to set 
up outdoor swimming pool or ice rink. The car parking is now proposed in a multi-
storey car park adjacent to the Expo Hall, with a feature stair and an articulated 
facade, wrapping the massing of the existing conference venue.

A uniformly landscaped walking, cycling and skiing path along the old rail line 
between Vesijärvi and the railway station is shown as a vehicle consolidating the 
discovery of the existing and new uses (including re-use of the power plant and the 
new water sports centre scheme as shown). The path can be linked with the City’s 
current cable car proposals in the same area. 

The most significant interventions in the natural environment of the ridge area include 
a network of small scale measures (pavilions, a graduation tower and others), aimed 
at encouraging visitors and local residents to explore abundant natural resources 
in an intimate and domestic-like setting. Improved walking infrastructure and 
wayfinding for winter use is highly encouraged.

Improving access to the top of the ski jumps hill (including the observation tower 
with a restaurant) via improved walking paths, new landscaping and an all year 
use of the ski lift is the primary goal to encourage a more active use of the existing 
facilities.
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