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The skyline of the new bu-
ilding evokes the industrial 
character of the area, while 
the continuous repetition 
of a single module allows 
the new construction to be 
read as a unified interven-
tion, despite being compo-
sed of different parts, built 
at different times.
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1. Purchase of the land by the Muni-
cipality of Turk

2. Demolition of the building, regula-
rization of the building footprint, and 
reconnection of utility services

3. Subdivision of spaces through a 
continuously expanding wall structu-
re

4. Installation of the roof structure 
defining the architectural space and 
planting of the garden

Timeline of the project for the 
ex-industrial area

Common spaces

Houses

RE-Flow: Rethinking Urban Landscape with the Water
RE-Flow was born from the desire to regenerate an urban area in the city of Turku, Finland, 
through an integrated and multidisciplinary approach, where water is envisioned as the genera-
tive, structuring, and symbolic element of the entire site intervention. 
 
Water, in its dual natural and cultural dimension, becomes the inspiring and regulating princi-
ple, capable of guiding design choices in all their components: landscape, architecture, infra-
structure, socio-cultural, and economic aspects.This area of the city of Turku is characterized 
by the widespread presence of watercourses, wetlands, seasonal basins, and permeable soils. 
The nature of the place presents itself as a complex hydrographic and geomorphological sy-
stem, in continuous transformation, which over time has shaped the morphology of the ground 
and consequently the settlement and socio-cultural fabric.Water is not only a natural element 
but a living component of the urban landscape, an ecological infrastructure, and an opportuni-
ty to redefine contemporary ways of living.The project site acts as the “backyard” of a built-up 
area with diverse characteristics and uses. The design intention is to reactivate this zone, 
currently partly uninhabited and partly used as parking lots and dumping areas, to create a new 
urban hinge with strong landscape and environmental value.The conceptual image guiding the 
project is that of a natural canyon: a thread of water crossing the ground, carving and defining 
both mineral walls along its path and more natural, permeable areas. This metaphor is also 
translated into the facades of the designed buildings.The elevations are conceived as monoli-
thic masses in continuous transformation, stretching and articulating themselves in a longitu-
dinal direction. The architecture becomes a constructed landscape, capable of dialoguing with 
natural forces and shaping itself around them.Within this vision, water generates a variety of 
environmental conditions as well as slow and/or fast flows, areas for reflection and gathering, 
storage areas with moist and permeable but also mineral and geometric surfaces. Each hy-
drological variation is reflected in the urban form, in the landscape design, and in the quality of 
public spaces.
 
The water infrastructure is not hidden and relegated to the simple use of underground pumps, 
but instead made visible, emphasized, and at times even dramatized: it becomes itself a col-
lective space, architecture, landscape.
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