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4. / Design guidelines

4.1 Housing

4.4.1 Cityscape and the environment

The goal is to create a modern, lively local center that combines 
the campus area and the functions and operations of the 
center, as well as students and local residents. The design will 
create an attractive and distinctive facade for the Kaijonharju 
center. The design area is the most densely built and highest 
built-up environment in the Kaijonharju-Linnanmaa district. 

When designing the cityscape, the designers must consider 
lighting and urban art – as well as the various seasons, 
particularly winter conditions – as part of the city structure. 
The existing built environment that will be preserved must 
be combined with new structures in a natural way. The city 
structure must make navigating the area easier and reflect its 
values in terms of both built and natural environments.

The purpose of the competition is to find new forms of urban 
living and activities and new types of blocks. The contestants 
are encouraged to create new types of housing solutions for 
students and other residents. Student life and international 
influences should be part of the vitality of the area. 

4.1.2 Floor area and number of residents 

The goals for the area are around 160,000–200,000 m2 and 
4,000–4,900 residents out of which 2,900–3,500 will be 
students. This number includes the existing housing stock (5,500 
m2 and 100 residents) and student housing (18,600 m2 and 
800 residents). Tentative guidelines:
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Competitors are encouraged to propose traffic and parking 
solutions that reduce the need for traditional parking places.
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4.1.3 Types of housing

Many types of housing should be created for the area, along with 
hybrid blocks that combine services. Most of the apartments will 
be located in apartment buildings..

4.1.4 Student housing

Student housing is provided in apartment buildings. The 
blocks are highly liveable, multifunctional and flexible. The built 
environment must facilitate a good buzz in the area. The student 
apartments will mainly be intended for small households and 
students living alone. Shared apartments and shared living units 
will represent 30%, family apartments will represent 30% and 
studio apartments will represent 40% of all student apartments 
in the area. Traditional student apartments with private rooms 
will not be provided in the future. The contestants may determine 
the size of the shared facilities, as well as the goals for the 
apartments and shared facilities. 

The student buildings at Yliopistokatu 2–28 are nearing the end 
of their life cycles and can be replaced with new buildings as 
part of the design. The student buildings at Yliopistokatu 32–44 
were renovated in 2006 and 2007, and remain in good condition.

4.2 Jobs

The jobs in Kaijonharju are related to various services created 
within the area. Facilities are needed for local services, 
restaurants, telecommuting, start-ups, pop-ups and events, for 
example. Work and hobby facilities that support the development 
of the area can be determined by the contestants. Together with 
the university, the technology village to the west of the university 
will constitute the major job district for the area.

4.3 Services 

The goal is to find services that facilitate the development of the 
area, as well as concepts to combine such services and integrate 
them into the city structure. The existing commercial center in 
Kaijonharju can be completely renovated as part of the design.

4.3.1 Commercial services

The development of commercial services must allow for a denser 
structure for the Kaijonharju center and, in terms of access, a 
natural way for people from the campus area and other areas 
surrounding the Kaijonharju center to run errands and take care 
of business in the center. Commercial services must be easy to 
use and accessible by various means of transport. In addition, 
the location of the commercial center should support the city 
structure.

The local center to be created will serve the greater Kaijonharju 
area and its residents. The commercial attraction of the local 
center will be based on grocery store services, and the area must 
allow for its existing stores to be modernised and a new unit to 
be placed there as part of the city structure. The services must 
not constitute one major commercial center. Instead, hybrid 

services must be provided that combine living and services. The 
entries to the competition must include the following elements: 
1) a grocery and special store unit that is similar to the existing 
one (3,500 m2) 
2) a new supermarket (1,800 m2). 

In addition, a grocery shop (400 m2) and a new supermarket 
(2,000 m2) may be provided. Other commercial and private local 
services, as well as restaurants, will also be located in the center. 
The services will be provided in conjunction with grocery shops 
or on the ground floors of residential buildings.

4.3.2 School, day care and common living 
room 

The Oulu University Teacher Training School serves pupils in the 
area. Day-care opportunities must be increased in the area as 
its population increases and the city structure develops further. 
Space needs to be reserved for one new day-care center in the 
area (larger day-care centers typically have 800–1,200 m2). 
The day-care center must constitute part of the hybrid block 
structure.

A common living room for residents must be designed for 
the area. People can spend free time here and participate in 
voluntary work. In addition, various services that make daily life 
easier will be available from the common living room.

4.3.3 Recreational services

Goals for the development of the area include high accessibility 
to hiking routes and exercise facilities as part of the block 
structure. Such facilities should be comprehensive and 
multifaceted. The area is intended to have a sporty identity, 
and various opportunities to create a sporty district are being 
sought. Exercise facilities and hiking routes must primarily be 
located in the immediate vicinity of residential buildings, in 
conjunction with parks, and suggestions must be presented for 
their integration into the recreational routes in the surrounding 
area that run towards the lakes. 

4.4 Landscape and environmental  
design

Kaijonharju must have a network of green zones with a clear 
structure that combines and directs various routes through 
the area, from one lake to the other. The shores must be left for 
public use. Ecological and natural solutions must be applied to 
rainwater treatment.

At least one playground must be designed for the design area. 
The criterion for good accessibility is a walking distance of 
500–1,000 meters. 

4.5 Marketplaces and squares

The public outdoor facilities in the Kaijonharju-Linnanmaa 
district must be designed to be easily accessible meeting places 
and venues for events, with high quality and experiential aspects 
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that are typical of the area. The marketplaces and squares will 
be placed in the vicinity of services and at junction points.

4.6 Traffic AND OTHER CONNECTIONS

Within the area, travelling the distance between the Kaijonharju 
center and the Linnanmaa campus is particularly challenging 
by foot, bicycle and car because of complicated connections 
and poor signage. For vehicles, the long detour is an intentional 
traffic solution, but the connections by foot, bicycle and public 
transport between Linnanmaa and the Kaijonharju center 
should be improved significantly. In residential areas, the longest 
permitted distance between public transport stops is 400 
meters.

The contestants may also present completely new vehicle 
connections through the area if such solutions are justified. The 
planned tram line must also be taken into consideration.

4.6.1 Parking

With regard to apartments, the goals for parking spaces 
are presented in the table related to housing. With regard to 
commercial construction, the target is one parking space per 
50 m2. With regard to bicycle parking, the target is two parking 
spaces per 50 m2 for residential construction and one parking 
space per 50 m2 for commercial construction.

Parking in the area must be developed considerably from its 
current state. The parking areas must be safe and pleasant 
parts of the city structure. Large, open parking fields should 

be avoided. Structural parking may be suggested for suitable 
places. Shared parking and carpool opportunities must be taken 
into account, and suggestions may be presented as part of the 
designs.

New opportunities for bicycle parking must be presented in 
conjunction with the university, residential buildings and services. 
Sheltered locations must be provided where bicycles can be 
safely locked. Bicycle parking must be further developed in the 
area, and future needs must be considered in terms of charging 
outlets for electric bicycles, among other aspects.
Electric cars, which will increase in the future, as well as 
opportunities to use shared cars and electric bicycles, must be 
taken into account in the designs.

4.7 Phasing

Gradual implementation must be taken into account in the 
designs for the area. A clear vision must be created for the 
area up to the year 2040 that can be implemented in phases 
(2020-2030-2040). The contestants must present the phases 
in which the city structure will be created in terms of residential 
construction, services, street construction and the demolition of 
old structures.
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5. / Evalulation criteria
The competition proposals are assessed in regard to how well 
and innovatively they have solved the competition task in 
accordance with the set objectives and design guidelines. 

When assessing the entries, the jury will pay special attention to 
the following aspects:
•	 Functionality of the solution as a whole and its relation to the 

city structure.
•	 Identity of the area and the originality of the proposal.
•	 Connections between housing and the the Kaijonharju center.
•	 Integration of services and other functions.
•	 Innovative traffic and parking solutions.
•	 Sustainable solutions.
•	 Possibility to develop and implement the solution i phases.
•	 Accessibility, safety and cost-efficiency.

The merits of the overall design solution outweigh any errors in 
individual details.

5. / Evaluation criteria

View to the east
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6. / Required drawings

1 2 3Oulu - title Oulu - title Oulu - title

Board 1

1:2000 plan of the project 
area
•	 Show block structures, buildings with 

shading (45 degrees), green zones, 
streets, pedestrian and bicycle traffic, 
parking and yard layouts.

•	 Show how the design integrates to the 
study area.

•	 Indicate quantities: number of storeys 
of the buildings, floor areas and 
number of parking places.

1:1000 Area cross-sections 
and facades
•	 Show the number of stories in 

sections.
•	 Indicate the locations of the cross-

sections in the plan.

Boards 1, 2 or 3

1:5000 grain-size map
•	 Show how the site connects to the  

urban structure and context.
•	 Show the construction phases of the 

area until 2023-2030-2040

Urban context diagrams
•	 Illustrate some aspects of your design,  

such as green zones, traffic network, 
pedestrian and bicycle routes, public 
transportation, bus stops etc.

1:500 drawings of a typical 
housing block
•	 Floor plans, sections and/or elevations 

that are central to the competition 
proposal.

Illustrations
•	 At least 2 perspectives that illustrate 

the design solution.

Description text
•	 Description of the project including a 

brief summary of the concept.

These are the minimun requirements 
for the boards. The contestants are 
encouraged to present other material to 
illlustrate and clarify their proposal.

All maps and diagrams must be 
presented in a north-south orientation. 

The submission includes three A1 size 
boards and communication documents: 
three images and a short text.

Entries are submitted digitally in a pdf 
format, see Rules of the Europan 14 
Competition at www.europan-europe.eu.

Europan Suomi Finland
Runeberginkatu 5, 00100 Helsinki

tel. +358 45 1393665
europan@europan.fi

europan.fi

EuropanFinland @europanfinland
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